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COMPTEL Comments on FCC Special Access Order and FNPRM 

 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – COMPTEL, the leading trade association for the competitive 
communications industry, commented on the special access order and further notice of proposed 
rulemaking (FNPRM) released by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) late 
yesterday. The following statement can be attributed to Jerry James, CEO of COMPTEL: 
 

“We are encouraged that the Commission is undertaking this data collection 
and it is moving forward to address the flawed framework that has been in 
place for the special access market. Special access is a multi-billion dollar 
market through which valuable communications services are provided to 
numerous other industries, and is used by wireless carriers for critical 
backhaul services. 
 
COMPTEL will continue to work with the Commission as it collects and 
analyzes this data so that the necessary changes can be made to ensure 
that businesses across America can continue to benefit from competition and 
the innovative broadband services our members provide. 
 
We hope that the data collection and FNRPM leads to rapid, fact-based 
evaluation and correction of special access market failures. We agree with 
Commissioner Clyburn that the ‘industry and the consumers impacted have 
waited long enough” for resolution of these issues.” 
 

***** 
 

About COMPTEL 
Based in Washington, D.C., COMPTEL is the leading industry association representing competitive communications 
service providers and their supplier partners.  COMPTEL members are entrepreneurial companies driving technological 
innovation and creating economic growth through competitive voice, video, and data offerings and the development and 
deployment of next-generation, IP-based networks and services.  COMPTEL advances its members’ interests through 
trade shows, networking, education, and policy advocacy before Congress, the Federal Communications Commission and 
the courts.  COMPTEL works to ensure that competitive communications providers can continue to offer lower prices, 
better service, and greater innovation to consumers.  For more information, visit www.comptel.org.  
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