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COMPTEL Congratulates Wheeler and O’Rielly  
on Confirmations to the FCC 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – COMPTEL, the leading trade association for the competitive 
communications industry, today commented on the confirmation of Tom Wheeler as FCC 
chairman, and Michael P. O'Rielly as a commissioner. 
 
The following statement can be attributed to COMPTEL CEO Jerry James: 
 

“COMPTEL congratulates Mr. Wheeler and Mr. O’Rielly on their confirmations to 
the FCC.  We look forward to working with them and the full Commission as they 
continue to focus on issues that are critical to preserving and promoting 
competition in the communications industry, such as modernizing the agency’s last 
mile access policies, finalizing special access reform and promoting IP 
interconnection for voice services. COMPTEL is confident that the Commission, 
under Mr. Wheeler’s leadership, will strive to ensure consumers have access to the 
provider of their choice, which will spur investment, advance innovation, stimulate 
the U.S. economy and generate more American jobs. 
 
We also would like to thank Chairwoman Clyburn for her leadership at the agency.  
Her commitment to fostering competition and protecting consumers has been 
evident throughout her tenure.  COMPTEL applauds her actions during her 
chairmanship to advance special access reform, improve interoperability for mobile 
services and support to improve the Lifeline program for the benefit of low-income 
consumers.  Additionally, we commend her for providing solutions to rural call 
completion and for reducing inmate phone rates. COMPTEL appreciates her 
dedication to the public interest, and we look forward to our continued work with 
her in the future.”  
 

***** 
 

About COMPTEL 
Based in Washington, D.C., COMPTEL is the leading industry association representing competitive communications 
service providers and their supplier partners.  COMPTEL members are entrepreneurial companies driving technological 
innovation and creating economic growth through competitive voice, video, and data offerings and the development and 
deployment of next-generation, IP-based networks and services.  COMPTEL advances its members’ interests through 
trade shows, networking, education, and policy advocacy before Congress, the Federal Communications Commission and 
the courts.  COMPTEL works to ensure that competitive communications providers can continue to offer lower prices, 
better service, and greater innovation to consumers.  For more information, visit www.comptel.org.  
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