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COMPTEL Applauds FCC Denial of AT&T’s Proposal to  
Eliminate Longer-Term Special Access Contracts 

 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – COMPTEL, the leading trade association for the competitive 
communications industry, today commended action taken by the FCC to deny AT&T’s request to 
eliminate longer-term special access contracts.  
 
The following statement can be attributed to Angie Kronenberg, COMPTEL’s chief advocate and 
general counsel: 

 
“We applaud today’s decision by FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler and the Wireline 
Competition Bureau to deny AT&T’s request to eliminate certain long-term special 
access contracts.  Now is not the time for blanket approval of such significant 
changes, as the Commission has undertaken a comprehensive review of the 
special access market and will be conducting significant data analysis next year. 
 
We are pleased that the Commission will take a closer look at AT&T’s claims. In 
addition, we are confident that the Commission’s data collection will show that 
there is a lack of competitive alternatives for special access services, and that 
allowing AT&T to continue to unduly wield its expansive market power is contrary 
to a vibrant, competitive marketplace.  
 
Competition in the special access market is not an end to itself. With just and 
reasonable terms for special access services, competition will thrive and 
consumers will benefit from robust, innovative offerings and high-quality services.”  
 

***** 
 

About COMPTEL 
Based in Washington, D.C., COMPTEL is the leading industry association representing competitive communications 
service providers and their supplier partners.  COMPTEL members are entrepreneurial companies driving technological 
innovation and creating economic growth through competitive voice, video, and data offerings and the development and 
deployment of next-generation, IP-based networks and services.  COMPTEL advances its members’ interests through 
trade shows, networking, education, and policy advocacy before Congress, the Federal Communications Commission and 
the courts.  COMPTEL works to ensure that competitive communications providers can continue to offer lower prices, 
better service, and greater innovation to consumers.  For more information, visit www.comptel.org.  
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